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“What do you want to do when you graduate?” This may be the most common question asked of students 
by both friends and family. While this question has its place, I think there is a more important question: 
“Who do you want to be when you graduate?” The first question 
focuses on doing something, and the second question focuses 
on character—what kind of person do you want to be? Vocation 
is important, but a man’s character, the condition of his soul, far 
more so.  
 Our culture, at large, promotes the idea of prolonged 
adolescence. Not surprisingly, a brief Google search can pro-
vide some shocking suggestions for how to have a great time in 
college—from the proper use of condoms to real pearls of 
wisdom like this: “Make sure you’re not the drunkest person at 
the party.”  We all know better. Christians are called to some-
thing greater and higher. Yet surveys tell us that 75 to 90% of 
evangelical kids simply drop their faith when they go to college. 
To be fair, some surveys also show that up to 30% of them 
return to the church after they graduate, especially if they’re married. And these figures drop some when 
students attend college in their home town and live at home.  But nationwide, at best, the evangelicals in 
America are still losing at least 50% of their kids. This powerfully illustrates the worldly undertow that can 
peak during the college years. The reality is that kids raised in the Christian faith are very susceptible. Shel-
tering Christian kids from temptation is not the same as equipping them to face temptation. Giving an 
18-year-old a book on basic apologetics is not enough. Christian kids who pack up and go o� to study at a 

secular university need to know more than the fact of worldly 
undertow. They need to be taught how to swim in that river. It’s 
heartbreaking to see kids drown. 
 The vast majority of college-aged kids in our community 
can pass a Bible knowledge quiz with flying colors. They can also 
make a good showing at Sunday morning worship. But if I want 
know how they are really doing spiritually, I’ll ask questions like 
these: Who are your friends?  Who do you hang out with? What 
do you do with your free time? This reveals what they are hungry 
for. They may be well-trained in their study habits and basic Bible 
knowledge, but if the foundation of their life shifts to the secular 
college community, they’re not just vulnerable, they are sitting 
ducks. It’s a great blessing to be brought up in a Christian home 
and to be given a Christian education. But if there is a danger in 
growing up well-fed, it’s that you may have never experienced 
hunger. 

WEEKLY MEETING 
Our large group gathering contin-
ues to meet at the Borah Theater on 
the UI campus. Attendance has 
varied greatly this semester, which 
is typical for the spring. We’re 
realizing that there are limitations 
when meeting in a theater. It’s great 
for showing videos but it doesn’t 
appear to be a good fit for interac-
tion and fellowship afterward. 
We’re considering some di�erent 
options for next year.

PERSONAL 
DISCIPLESHIP
I continue to meet regularly 
with ten guys. It’s a privi-
lege for me to have a plat-
form in their lives to exhort, 
rebuke, and encourage 
them. Several of these guys 
are co-leading a Bible 
study with other students. 
These one-on-one meet-
ings include some coaching in small group leadership skills 
along with personal encouragement and accountability. 

Thanks! 
Your prayers support and 
encouragement are greatly 
appreciated!

Matt & Laurie Gray
Teaching Elder & Campus Minister

POST COLLEGE LIFE CONFERENCE 
We’re in the initial planning stage for our second Post-College 
Life conference. Last year’s conference was a great success so 
we expect this year’s to be bigger and better. The conference 
will take place in Moscow, October 6 & 7, at Trinity Reformed 
Church. We’re adding a few more talks, plus a catered dinner 
and weather permitting, a few outdoor activities. For several 
years I’ve been considering the need for a conference like this. 
Post-college singles can be a “lost people group” within an 
otherwise thriving Christian community. For a closer look, check 
out the website at: https://www.christkirk.com/event/post-col-
lege-life-conference-2017/.

SUMMER 2017
We’ll begin our summer CRF meeting on Wednesday, May 17. 
We’ll meet weekly till the end of June, then we’ll take a break till 
mid-August. We’ll be meeting at our house for Bible study 
followed by hang-out time and games. Remember, all college 
students, college-aged non-students and high school seniors are 
welcome. 

MOVING IN TO THE 
MODERN AGE…
PLEASE SUBSCRIBE!

We’d like to begin o�ering 
CRF News electronically as 
well as the old fashioned way. 
Follow this link to subscribe: 
http://eepurl.com/cn0DLz

 Please pray for us as we labor to get students engaged in the right kind of community. We’re 
pleased with how God is currently blessing our e�orts, but we are not at all content. We can do better. We 
can do more. All of us need shepherding. All of us need discipleship. All of us need a Christian communi-
ty that will challenge us to grow up, to be faithful, and to be steadfast in the faith. Our desire with CRF is 
that we are a ministry of rich discipleship and community within the broader community of the church.
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Seattle area in June. Please pray that God would 
continue to grow the reach of this study and also 
guide Kanaan and Jon as they lead these guys.

COLLEGE MEN’S BIBLE STUDIES
The NSA Sheepdogs are studying Ecclesiastes with me 
every Tuesday morning. Ecclesiastes is a challenging 
book, but it’s also been very rewarding and applicable. 
These guys have teamed up to lead three other small 
groups of their fellow NSA students. At some point in 
the school year, I drop in on the each of the student-led 
Bible studies. This gives me an opportunity to meet 
some of the younger guys and give the group leaders 
some feedback. 

On Thursday nights, I’m leading a Bible study with a 
group of UI and post-college guys. We’re going through 
a topical study I’ve titled, “Know What You Believe.” My 
goal with this study is to cover some of the di�erences 
between Protestantism, Roman Catholicism, and Eastern 
Orthodoxy, as well as a few apologetics topics.  It’s been 
very helpful and encouraging to dive into the speci�cs of 
the Protestant Reformation and to realize afresh what a 
great gift God gave the church through the reformers.

COED BIBLE STUDY
On Friday mornings, I’m covering the same content in 
a co-ed study up at the UI Commons. This is geared to 
provide a venue for our students to bring classmates 
and friends. We meet at 11:30 AM and encourage 
everyone to bring their lunch. So far it’s working well. 
We’re getting students involved from outside our usual 
circles and they all seem to enjoy the content very 
much. 

 

SPRING SEMESTER
ACTIVITIES
Our activities shift in the spring as 
students generally have less time 
and the weather can be nasty. 
This results in focusing more on 
Bible studies and discipleship 
rather than the high-energy activi-
ties typical of fall semester. 

COLLEGE WOMEN’S BIBLE 
STUDIES (FROM LAURIE)
We have four ladies' studies 
going this spring. I have been 
leading an inductive study of the 
book of Titus with the leadership 
girls. They have really enjoyed it 
and found it relevant and encour-
aging. One girl leads a group on 

the U of I campus going through 
Nancy Wilson’s book “Virtuous,” 
which is very edifying. It is a 
pleasure to get to know these 
girls who have such servants’ 
hearts and to spend quality time 
with them in the Word. 

FRATERNITY BIBLE STUDY 
(FROM TY HATCHER)
God has continued to bless the 
Bible study at Theta Chi. We just 
finished up studying through 
Galatians, and the discussions 
surrounding Paul's words have 
been very fruitful. We've had 
attendance between four and 
eight guys pretty consistently. I 
have been really pleased to have 
a friend from college, Kanaan 
Trotter, join me in leading for this 
year. Also more recently, another 
friend, Jon Williams, has joined 
in leading, and these two guys 
are going to be taking the reigns 
for this study starting this fall as 
the Hatchers are moving to the 

ULTIMATE QUESTION SERIES
As part of our weekly meeting schedule, we’ve included some evangelistic 

talks which we’ve called the “Ultimate Questions” series. Our last one of the 
year is coming up next week. Pastor Toby Sumpter, from Trinity Reformed 
Church, will be presenting on the question: “Is the Bible Reliable History?” 
This event includes a lecture focusing on answering one specific question, 
followed by a Q & A session. Our hope is that these lectures will be attend-

ed by skeptics, doubters, and searchers. It’s also another venue for our 
students to bring classmates and friends they’ve met on campus.

CAMPUS-WIDE BIG EVENT
This year’s big event featured Voddie Baucham, dean of the seminary at 
African Christian University in Lusaka, Zambia, and former pastor of Grace 
Family Baptist Church in Spring, Texas. Dr. Baucham spoke on the topic: 
“Why Gay is not the New Black”. This is a very important and a very 
emotionally charged topic. His message connects to so many problems 
we are dealing with right now, from sexual confusion to race riots to how 
we view God’s image upon us. We had around 700 students attend who 
normally do not hear how the Gospel applies to race, sex, and cultural sins.  
Here’s a link to an article on the same topic if you’d like to read more: 
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/gay-is-not-the-new-black.

WHY            IS NOT 
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