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GREETINGS
We’re beginning to wrap up Fall Semester of 2016. What a ride it has been! Every year has its 
surprises and unexpected blessings.  Over the years I’ve found that no matter how diligently I 
plan and prepare for the fall, I simply cannot anticipate how things will fall into place. All things 
considered, it’s been a great semester and the activities and momentum we’ve initiated should 
carry us through the school year. Here’s a snapshot of what we’ve been up to….

PALOUSEFEST
We start out every school year by 
participating in Palousefest. This is 
the welcome back party thrown by 
the UI for its incoming and return-
ing students. We participate in the 
activities fair where many campus 
and o�-campus organizations have 
a booth/table where they can o�er 
literature and meet and greet new 
students. This year we were joined 
by two young men from Morgan-
town, WV, who are interested in 
started a CRF ministry at West 
Virginia University. We’re glad to be 
a part of getting some things start-
ed in other parts of the country. 

WEEKLY MEETING 
After a one-year hiatus, 
we’re back to meeting 
weekly on the UI campus. 
This year we’re meeting in 
the Borah Theater, in the 
Bruce Pitman Center, former-
ly the SUB. The new location 
has been a blessing and 
we’ve made the most of 
meeting in a theater by 
showing numerous challeng-
ing/edifying DVDs. So far, 
we’ve shown Notes from the 
Tilt-a-Whirl, Collision, and a 
Q & A session by Ravi Zach-
arias. Next semester we hope 
to show The Free Speech 
Apocalypse and The  Riot 
and the Dance and maybe a 
few others.
Our weekly campus meeting 
gives us a strategic and 
visible presence at the UI. 
While the university wants to 
assert sovereignty over the 
minds of their students, 
we’re asserting the sover-
eignty of God over the 
university and the students.

STUDENT HOSPITALITY 
LUNCHES
Every semester we organize a 
structured hospitality event for 
students. We do this jointly with 
Trinity Reformed Church. On 
Sunday, November 6, around 120 
students were put into groups of 
three to five and hosted for 
Sunday dinner by thirty di�erent 
church families. This was a 
delightful event and a blessing 
both ways. Laurie and I vividly 
remember being welcomed into 
the homes of various families at 
First Baptist Church in Corvallis 
when we were students. It made 
a lasting impact on us. 
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ULTIMATE QUESTION SERIES
As part of our semester-long weekly meeting schedule, we’ve put together 
a series of evangelistic talks called The Ultimate Questions Series. 
We hope to do three of these each semester, and if we do a 
thorough job of advertising on campus, we should draw a 
good number of students. The format is pretty simple. We 
have a lecture focused on answering one specific ques-
tion and follow it up with a Q & A session. We con-
clude with a brief survey so that we can connect later 
with anyone who would like to talk further about the 
topic. Here are the questions we hope to tackle this 
year:

 Is Faith Compatible with Science?
 Why do I feel Guilty?
 Does God Exist?
 Is the Bible a Reliable and Factual Book?
 Is there Ultimate Meaning and Purpose to Life?
 How can an Omnipotent God Allow Su�ering and Evil?

COLLEGE WOMEN’S BIBLE 
STUDIES 
Along with the myriad of other 
important things on her plate, 
Laurie continues to lead a group 
of leadership gals through Nancy 
Wilson’s book, Virtuous. These 
gals are leading two other studies 
over the same material. Laurie’s 
ministry to these gals is putting 
into practice the exhortation in 
Titus for the older women to 
“admonish the young women to 
love their husbands, to love their 
children, to be discreet, chaste, 
homemakers, good, obedient to 
their own husbands, that the 
Word of God may not be 

blasphemed.” Laurie is a great 
blessing to these gals, and they 
are a great blessing to her as 
well.

FRATERNITY BIBLE STUDY
Our ministry co-worker over at 
Trinity Reformed Church, Ty 
Hatcher, has been busy on 
campus as well. Here’s a report 
from Ty:

Please continue to pray for the 
various evangelistic e�orts on the 
University of Idaho campus. A 
couple of Greyfriars students and 
pastoral interns have been going 
out to do open-air preaching 
over the last year. Preaching on 
campus can be exciting and 
daunting, but it is also sad when 
there is simply no visible 
response from students. Pray 
that the preaching of the Word 
would take a�ect in the lives of 
the students. I've also had the 
privilege of continuing to study 
the Bible with some students at 

the Theta Chi chapter. There are 
four or five regular attendees 
from the fraternity, and we are 
hoping to continue to grow it. 
Last semester we 
studied through most of 1 John, 
and this semester we are chug-
ging along in Galatians. Please 
pray that the Bible studies would 
be profitable for those that come, 
and pray that we would be able 
to reach more students at Theta 
Chi and even more broadly on 
Greek Row. Lastly, I've had 
opportunities to have a book 
table on campus a couple times 
this semester, handing out Chris-
tian literature. There have been 
some very profitable conversa-
tions come out of these encoun-
ters, so pray that God would use 
the seeds planted for His glory 
and bring salvation to those 
people. 



FALL BBQ
We throw our own welcome back party at our house. As 
usual this drew a big crowd.  I didn’t count heads but 
the burger count was 200.  

WOOD CHOPPING
One of my favorite activities is fire wood cutting with the 
college guys. This year we made several trips up into 
the Clearwater National Forest and brought back many 
cords of Douglas Fir and Tamarack fire wood. This is 
the kind of grunt work that seems to delight the young 
bucks. They get to take their shirts o� and break some-
thing productively. A few older fellows and I do the 
chainsaw work while the guys split and load. When the 
work’s done, we have a lunch fit for a king (thanks to my 
wife!) A few years back a friend put together a video of 
one of our trips. You can check it out here? if you’d like. 
There is something glorious about the sound and smell 
of freshly split wood and leaf springs straining under a 
load.
For video, visit this link: https://vimeo.com/153029548

HOMESTEAD MINISTRIES
At least once a year we enjoy teaming up with Home-
stead Ministries and International Student Fellowship 
(ISF) to assemble food packets for local and regional 
foodbanks. Last spring we had over eighty students 
participate and we assembled meal packets. We hope 
to set a new record this fall.

COLLEGE MEN’S BIBLE STUDIES
There are currently seven college men’s studies. Four of 
the groups are doing a topical study on building 
self-control. The others are doing an inductive study on 
Paul’s letter to Titus. While the content of these studies 
is very appropriate and fitting for young men, an addi-
tional benefit of committed participation in a small 
group are the resulting friendships and accountability. 
Having a friend who will confront you when you need it 
as well as encourage you to keep going is a “must” for 
all of us. Young Christian men and women, in particular, 
need godly Christian friends, not just good buddies. 



PERSONAL 
DISCIPLESHIP
I continue to meet regularly 
with around a dozen guys. 
It’s a privilege for me to 
have a platform in their lives 
to exhort, rebuke, and 
encourage them. Most of 
these guys are co-leading a 
Bible study with other 
students. These 
one-on-one meetings 
include some coaching in small group leadership skills along 
with personal encouragement and accountability. Of course 
the goal is to give them some responsibility, hold them to it, 
and push them a little farther down the road toward maturity.

Thanks! 
Your prayers support and 
encouragement are greatly 
appreciated!

Matt & Laurie Gray
Teaching Elder & Campus Minister

POST COLLEGE LIFE CONFERENCE 
Our first Post-College Life Conference appears to have been a 
great success. We had approximately eighty young men and 
women, most of them college graduates, join us for a day and a 
half of challenging talks, aimed at young professionals. We had 
attendees from around the northwest, including Medford and 
Portland, Oregon, Spokane Washington and Couer D’Alene 
Idaho. We have a website up and the talks posted here if you’re 
interested in checking it out. We’re already making preliminary 
plans for next year’s conference.

NEXT SEMESTER
Next semester we’ll be hosting Pastor Voddie Bauchum for a 
campus-wide event. Mr. Baucham is a powerful speaker. His 
topic: “Why Gay is Not the New Black.”
If you want to know more about Voddie Baucham, check out his 
ministry website here: 
www.voddiebaucham.org

Moving in to the modern age…
Please Subscribe!

We’d like to begin o�ering 
CRF News electronically as 
well as the old fashioned way. 
Follow this link to subscribe: 
http://eepurl.com/cn0DLz

ICE SKATING PARTY 
We’ll finish up the semester 
with our annual skating party 
at the Palouse Ice Rink. We’ll 
skate for 45 minutes and then 
sing Christmas carols on the 
ice. The acoustics are always 
amazing!
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